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not saying that Bussia has consented, and the President
believes he will succeed."

It will he noticed that in this message to the Czar the
President was conforming strictly to Japan's wishes about
the " initiative."

On receipt of the President's message, Ambassador
Meyer sought and obtained an audience with the Czar, and
in a letter to the President under date of June 9, he de-
scribed the interview at length. The Czar admitted that
he had received a letter from the German Emperor urging
him to make peace, and said: "If it will be absolutely se-
cret as to my decision should Japan decline, or until she
gives her consent, I will now consent to your President's
plan that we (Eussia and Japan) have a mooting, without
intermediaries, in order to see if we can make peace."
After asking if the President knew or could find out what
Japan's terms were, the Czar continued: "You have come
at the psychological moment; as yet no foot has been placed
on Russian soil, but I realize that at almost any moment
they can make an attack on Saghalien. Therefore it is im-
portant that the meeting should take place before that oc-
curs. "

The Czar, apparently, communicated at once with the
Kaiser, for on June 11, the German Ambassador at Wash-
ington, handed this message to the President, under direc-
tions from Berlin:

"The suspicious Czar has written to the Emperor stating
that if Japan's demands are too exorbitant or too humilia-
ting to Eussia he would have to break off negotiations at
once. The Emperor thinks that the best thing to start
them well would be if you could ask Japan to submit her
demands to you for consideration before they are for-
warded to Petersburg. In case they really should be
exorbitant and too humiliating you could have them held
back. He reiterates that he will do all in his power to make
the Czar accept any demands which you consider to be
within the bounds of moderation. So far as Jap&n is con-